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THIS I8 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION,

Lo

THO_ASPECTS OF STEPINAC'S PROMOTION
et D A B TRURUTION

[Comwont: 1he following article vas teken from Blokods, a weekly
nevspaper published by the American-Serbian Cultural Association in
Chicago, vhich 1s the officia] organ of Srpska Narodna Odbrans u
Amorici (Serbisn National Defense in Ameriea),

This is an organizaticy which 1s Primarily interested in working
for a Greater Serbi.. As such, the organization pursues a vigorcus
program of working for the 1iteration of the Serbian people and is .an
impassioned supporter and defender of ax-King Pster IT ; the Serbisn
Orthodox Church, and Draza Mibkajlovic. Conversely, Serbion Na%iomal
Defense is hostile to ths Vatican, Catholicism, the Croatians (who are
considered s primary cause of resent-dey Serbian difficulties), and
Stepinac, for his alleged close affiliation vith the Ustashi govern-
ment during World War II,]/

Some time ago, the Pope pointed out the necessity for £1liing vacancies fn
the College of Cardinals (whose nuxber Las never been 80 small), becausze the in-
creage in work has overburdened the /Papsl/ Semate /cardinals in residence im
Rome/ and "nationalist” cardinals in residence abrond/. The Pop:'s delay in
uaking new appointuents has been interpreted principally as follows. Some
thought the entire sdministrative apparatus of the Holy See would be reorganized
first bucause 1t was outmoded apd that cardinals ts 22131 vacametes wIRid Bo
eppointed aftervard., Othars attributed the delay to involved internatiomal
relations, for it 18 well kmowm that in meking appointments, the Foly 3ee con-
siders wany other factors besides sacerdotal services of prospective candidates.

In the past, cardirals have frequently been appointed as a masult of agree-
ments between the Vatican and countries concerned, the countries thus assuring
themselves of influemce in the Senate or the Conclave. In some instamces ; pre-~
dominantly Catholic ccuntries such as Austria even have had the right of veto
over Papal selections.
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Tee Pope whom the Catholics consider their infallivie ; Sovereign, religious
l-a2e>, ig pot only the supreme head of the Catholic world, but in hig relations
. =itk son-Catholic countries, he ig a Tecognized Internatienal Juridical agent
s with suthority equivalent to that of a chief of staler Tae influence of the
kd Vaticen 1 international policy is attested to oy 1%s relaticus with Protestant
. E'ne,land, the non-Catholic US, ana glit France. These relations are not a mere
empty fora, nox are they restricted to the religious needs of Catholics in thage
) countries, but have & definite political character, which is disguised with
R legaiioms or Justified ag being conmected vith the needs of the faithful, |

Tke exient of 1nflnanna Telenutly exertveq by individual countries to have j
their bishops made cardinals 1s got known, nor is it krown to what extent direct :
or lndirest influense was brought to bear by individual countries in the appoint-

5 zent of Arehbistop Stepinac. Hoveve: , it is absolutely certain that his appoint-

— @b nst aly viclabes Principles of international ¢ourtesy as regards Tito,

’ whose desires or authority were not considered, but 1t 4730 degrades the principles
of Iatermational courtesy., fThe appointmert contatns g silent but very clesr re-
inder to the great powers who suppoert Tito that his Power is waning at home ana

in interaationgl relations,

The glow and Prudent Vatican would Aever venture to humiliate Tito or so
direztly cengure Tito's preparaticns for visiting England if it were not convipced
of Tito's loss of Po¥er and his imminent dowmfall, Stepinac has become a cardinal
beeause the farseeing Vatican wants to anhow Tito's protectors that the lessening
of Lis power Predages the downfall of his regime,

At the height of hig bovwer, after the battle of Stalingrad, when it was
Buggested that he establish relations with the Vatican, Stalin ¢ynically asked,
"Fow meny divisions does the Pope have?" Today, Tito cannot even say this in
Jest, becanse there ig Lo longer any Jesting for him,

: The appointment of Steplaac nas an extremely dark side, We [the_author/ _
I are not coucerned with international or internal legal coxbinat ions regreements?/
- ¥hich may be nidden benind its ostensivle politiea] purpose, for we do not intend
te engsge in hypotheses offered by various sides. We must, hovever, coafine
curzelvec vo asking vhether the blow to Tito 1s powerful, wkether {t g important
Uil an internationa) level, cr whether it does not strike at a higher law and ex.
azerbate open Serbiap wounds,

It 12 nu secret that Archbishop Stepinac is not completely innocent ip the
eyes of righteous men or in the eyes of thne rersecuted Serbiansg. We Ehe aut‘uo§7
are not referring to Tito's charges Egainst Stepinag.] and the sentence pronounced
sgainst him, whicn &re as invalid as the acts of any totalitarian government, but
certair wndisputed ard w2ll-knowu acts of ihe Archbisnop testify against nuim, Re
may repeat or even pay for them; we cen forget or even forgive them . but they will
alvays remain unrepented, unredeemed , unforgntten, and unrorgiven [gy the Ser'bians"{f.

It cannot ve disputed that the following happened ip the area under the
Jurizdiction of Archbishop Stepinac. All the bishops of the Se1dlan Orthodox faith
ard almost a1l Orthodox priests were mercilessly killed; ard several hundreds o7
thousanda of Serbian men, women, and childran were brutally murdered. Certajin
priests under the Jurisdiction of Stepinac murdered, instigated marders, and led
Ustashi hordes. Serblans were Catholicized by foree, Tt canpet be disputed that
Stepinac did nothing to prevent or condemn these killings and persecutions,

The only protest wag made by the College of Biskops of the Independent State
of Croatia (Nezavisna Drzave Hrvatske) in the late autumn of 1941, long after the
mass murders took place. This purely theoretical protest vas not inttisteq by
the bizhops tut wae made at the request of the Vatican, This ineffective protest
lacked Bincerity {one of iig signers was Archbishop Saric). The protest was
proof of the Vatican's indignation and attested to the indifference of the College
of Bishops of the Independent State of Croatia.
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Ar'?:h'biahop Stepinac's participation in ceremonies held in honor of Pavelic
x and the Ustashi and his attendance at wilitary parades held by the Indop-ndent
: : State of Croatia and the Nazis offer proof of his sympathy with, or, at best, of
his indiffarence to one of the bloodiest regimes the world has ever seen. L

The Arehbishop 1s not a man. lacking ia personal courage, nor 18 he a church
leader who lacks methods of opposing 1llegal state authorities, The beat ‘proofs
of Btepinac', parsonal courage vere demonstrated when he was a volunteey on the

8alonika front in World War I and in his attitude toward Pito and his authorities,
" Stepinac was not an indifferent observer or an appeasing churchman toward Tito

o

as Le vas towerd Pavelic. On the contrary, Stepinac stood up to Tito amd pro-

q - tested his 11legal actions as belng againat Christ's teaching and the Chuvch's
~ interpretation or right and mercy. The Holy See Properly approves Stepinac's

actions in this respect but cannot veil the sins he committed during the dark
days under the Independent State of Croetia.

N Who Inows, maybe Stepinac is a penitent as vell as a martyr! Perhaps the
s Vatican knows something which we do not, ZPerhapa, as the first proof of his
L Sincere penitence, Stepinac has given his vord to dedicate his future life to
ok redeeming his mortal sins. As & cardinal connected with the Vatican, perhaps

‘ Stepinac will do for his religion and his people what he a1d not do as Arch-
. bishop Stepinac, when he vas Jeft to himself, -- Miaden J. Zu)ovic
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